Miss.  Legislature 
offers  support  for 
imprisoned  pastor 


MBCBto 


Overnight  Trail 


4  By  TtMif  Martin 
H  A»>ocif 

Partic^nMl  in  the  sA 
k,  ood  annnal  OiyiglB 
*  Trail  Rkk  on-^ru  26*27 
f .  at  Central  Hina  Raaraat 
near  Weat  will  be  abh  to 
relax  in  new  quarteaa  - 
the  four-laned  partfci- 
panta,  that  ia. 

“Savacal  valualaw:. 
front  North  Delta  Aa> 
aodation  came  dotnr  to 
build  the  new  atablaa.’ 
said  Aaron  Oantt,  mainte- 
^  nance  superviaor  at  Can- 
tral  Hilla  Retreat.  *They 
It  worked  here  the  latter 


by  the  American  Center  for 
Lm  and  Juatioe  (ACU),  which 
ia  repreaenting  hhn. 

In  the  meantline,  the  Mia- 


mehtand  aupportingrtmts  to  do  hera^  ooamaad  the  df^- 
aacuiehiaideaae.  calioo  o(  Paalor  Saeed  Abedini 

In  hk  letter  written  on  in  tiie  face  of  roeh  an  urquat 
acrapa  of  newaprint,  a  badly  impriaoiunettt  and  expm 
h»a»€i  Abedini  aaid  he  ia  able  aupport  for  all  eCforta  to  obtain 
to  endure  becauae  the  joy  of  the  hiareleroe.* 
Lordiahiaatrei^aiidhehaa  agniiw  dw  reaotom  were 
learned  to  foi^  thoee  who  ifo^  ^leaker  Philip  Gunn 
p»riwit»l.bn  of  CSnton,  Lt  Goternor  Tate 

T  fotpn«  ttie  priaon  doc-  Reeaea  for  the  Senate,  and 
tor  who  did  not  Hen  to  me  Brown  aa  tte  ong^  •P<»^ 
and  did  not  give  me  the  medi-  The  reaofotion  can  be  vwwod  m 

cation  that  I  needed.  I  forgave  _ 

the  interrogator  who  beat  me,*  sm  auaaonrr  on  p.  a 

Abedini  wrote.  *.~The  minute  I  „ 

forgave  them  and  lowed  them,  ^ 
that  aacood  I  waa  filled  with 

unapaakabte  joy.  ...Love  ia  aa  ^  oH 


HOME  FOB  HORSES  -  Aaron  Gantt  (laftl,  mainlonanoa  auperviaor  at  Caniral  Hilla  Ratraat 
and  ratraat  ataffar  day  Hathcodc  inapact  the  atablaa  raoentty  comptaiad  at  the  camp  facility 
naar  VWaat  that  will  allow  for  axpanaion  of  the  only  equina  program  at  a  Miaaiaaippi  Baplip* 
ancampmant  Tha  atablaa,  buih  by  voluniaara  from  North  Qatta  Aaaodation,  will  ba  put  to 
MUa  for  tha  first  time  during  tha  OvamightTrail  Rida  on  April  26-27.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


Baptist  former  governor  reverses 
his  position  on  same  sex  marriage 

ByVWWam  H.  Parkina  Jr.  power  to  ri^  this  wi 
Friitnr  reality  wd^  hiawiy 


I  (hd.  we  cannot  continue 
to  blindly  rhaqualify 
people  from  becoming 
parnts  —  iuat  aa  we 
riiooldnotaenyaneii- 
ttre  group  of  pdople  the 
basic  dvfl  rigm  of  mar- 


)aM,youaR 


Bap^  to  serve  in^  He  reflected  on  bis 

office,  reversed  Us  loag-held  family  Mstory, 

positioo  against  same  sex  mai^  when  bk  father  dM 
riage  in  a  March  20  Uog  on  the  and  Us  mother  be- 
Huffington  Post  and  now  says  rmwr^  involved  in  an 
he  regieto  being  on  the  wrong  aboaive  relatiooahip 
side  of  the  issue  when  be  was  a  that  raaentially  left  him 
public  official.  paienlleas  and  east 

"What  k  sad  to  me  k  that  Um  fiom  hk  home, 
my  understanding  of  thk  kaue  ‘Aalthou^aboutt 
did  not  come  until  after  I  bad  I  came  to  understond  tl 
left  office  and  no  longer  had  the  der  to  do  everything  pc 


The  doctor,  Abedini  said,  had 
iiiali  luted  tfart  be  not  receive 
the  pafn  medication  that  other 
prkoners  received  becauae  he 
was  conaidetud  undean. 

When  Abedini,  who  6e- 


Should  we  roll  with  the  times? 


The  election  of  Jor^e  Mario 

Bergoglio  as  pontiff  sparked  an 
interesting  response  from  much 
of  the  mainstream  news  media  in  the 
United  States. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  at^t,  and 
even  shock,  that  the  Catholic  Cnurch 
chose  a  leader  tdio  bolds  to  traditional 
Catholic  beliefs.  It  appeared  many 
were  hoping  the  church  would  sud¬ 
denly  choose  someone  who  would  move 
a  /ny  from  all  the  conservative  moral 
itandards  CathoUcs  find  rooted  in  their 
Mcred  texts,  but  which  seem  oudand- 
iah  to  those  who  have  moved  on  to  more 
progressive  thinking. 


Guest  opinion 

witfi  Ed  Stetzer 


National  Council  of  Churches,  are  one  of 
the  few  denominations  actually  growing 
in  the  United  States.  The  AaaemUies  of 
God  grew  by  3-99%  from  2011-12,  and  the 
Pentecostal  Assemblies  of  the  World  were 
up  20%  from  2011-12. 

Meanwhile,  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.SA),  a  progressive  mainline  denomi¬ 
nation  and  the  10th  largest  in  the  nation, 
saw  a  drop  of  ^.42%,  ai^  the  United 
Church  of  Chnst,  a  small  denomination 
only  getting  smaller,  deoeased  in  mem- 
bcnhip  by  2.02%  —  and  this  is  in  one 


What  it  took  to  get  us  here 


He  grew  up  before  him  like  a  abo 
tender  shoot,  and  like  a  root  out  and 

of  dry  pround.  He  had  no  beauty  nesi 

or  mcjesty  to  attract  us  to  him,  dur 
nothing  in  his  appearance  that  con 
we  should  denre  him.  He  was  Jesi 
despised  and  refected  by  men.  It  w 

a  man  of  sorrows,  and  familiar  mot 

with  suffering.  Like  one  from  T 

whom  men  hide  their  faces  he  can 

was  despised,  and  we  esteemed  onr 
him  not.  waa 

Surefy  he  took  up  our  iufirmi-  exp< 
ties  and carried  our  sorrows,  yet  rags 
we  considered  him  stricken  by  and 

God,  smitten  by  him,  and  qf~  woo 

flicted.  But  he  was  pierced  for  our  sad 
transgressions,  he  was  crushed  still- 

for  our  iniquities;  the  punish-  mizc 

ment  tint  brought  us  peace  urns  he  a 

upon  him,  and  by  his  wounds  we  deal 


whKh  maiw  find  odd  and  outi&ted  at  bes 
Yet,  dieir  churches  are  growi^ 

Regarding  the  Catholic  Church, 
although  many  former  Catholics  from 
the  northeastern  elite  have  walked 
away  from  their  faith,  many  devout 
Catholic  consider  these  beliefs  not 
something  to  easily  discard  in  the 
name  of  cultural  expediency. 

Now,  obviously,  I  am  not  a  Catholic.  I 
ra  not  only  a  Protestant,  but  a  oonserva- 
hve  oranaiHical  one  at  that  However,  I 


shrunk  filter. 


carried  with  the  large-diameter, 
blunt-aod  nails  of  the  day  that 
s^etet.  aeiwea  and  blooo  vessels 
v^h  great  agony.  His  feet  were 
afnxcd  in  a  aimiiar  manner^  c<mi* 
fibred  so  as  to  make  it  impoa- 
sibla  to  breathe  once  the  croM 
was  upright. 

His  cross  dropped  with  a  thud 
-  -  into  the  hole  where  it  would 

Ina  who  can  stand,  no  doubt  tearing  the 

flesh  around  the  nails  and  fur¬ 
ther  opening  the  wounds.  After 
a  short  while,  insects  attracted 
from  great  distances  by  the  scent 
of  Hia  Mood  settled  into  the 
open  wounds. 

He  hung  there,  ganiing  for 
breath  and  pleading  for  water  as 
thoae  around  the  croaa  ridftcvlad 
him.  The  pain  roe^  the  insects 
increased,  the  moekery  rang  in  his 

Si”;,"?*  J**  9**  *»«■ 

His  Father  to  forgive  na. 

After  a  prolonged  period  of 
uony,  it  was  finuhed  and  the 
hnppy  pnrt  began.  The  tomb  was 
soim  empty,  our  Savior  had  risen, 
and  the  world  would  never  be 
the  same. 

We  Christians  have  every 
right  to  odehrate  the  greatest 
event  m  histoiy,  the  completed 
plan  «  eternal  salvation  for  all 
mankind.  However,  let  us  never 
overlook  what  it  took  to  get  us  to 
^t  point.  It  wasn't  pretty,  and  it 
come  without  nnimaginable 
ing.  but  it  had  to  be  done, 
mphet  Isaiah  nnderstood 

era  before  Christ 
every  joy- 


He  UHU  oppressed  and  qf- 
jheted,  yet  he  did  not  openhis 
mouth;  he  was  led  like  a  lamb 
to  the  slaughter,  and  as  a  sheep 
t^pre  her  shearers  is  silent,  so  he 
did  not  open  his  mouth. 

By  oppression  and  Judgment 
he  was  taken  away.  And  who  con 
speak  of  his  descendants?  For  he 
UXB  cut  off  from  the  land  of  the 
living;  for  the  transgression  (f 
my  peoph  he  was  stricken.  He 
was  assigned  a  grave  with  the 
wicked,  and  with  the  rich  in  his 
death,  though  he  had  done  no  vio¬ 
lence,  nor  was  any  deceit  in  his 
mouth.  -  Isaiah  53:2-9  (NTV) 

Jh  a  we  rightly  prepare  to  ob- 
serve  Easter  2013  with  the 
X  and  appreciation  of  the 
saved,  we  know  that  our  Savior 
lives  and  is  one  day  coming  for 
us.  His  beloved.  There's  no  doubt 
about  ^t. 

Christians  celebrate  our  risen 
Savior  with  images  of  the  empty 
tomb  with  death  clotliea  neaUy 
folded  on  the  slab  of  rock  where 
Jesus  was  laid.  Our  croaaea  me¬ 
morialise  the  sacrifice  He  made 
for  us,  and  emphasise  the  aig- 
nificaoce  of  Hia  resurrection.  To 
those  religious  symbols  we  have 
ad<M  eggs,  bunnv  rabbita,  and  didnS  i 
baskets  of  colorful  candy.  sufferini 

Sometimes  It  seems  too  neat  The  pttiL _ _ 

and  clean  -  almost  sterile.  It’s  those  facte  ^ 

w  e^  thing  to  read  a  fow  chap-  waabom.Ontl _ 

tors  of  the  Bible  once  a  year  or  so  ous  Easter,  we  should  too 
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SOCHI,  RuMla  (BP)  —  Exdte-  tyYoungbkx)d.  who  is  a  veteran 
ment  is  mountinc  in  die  Oh'D-  ofOlyinpicininutriea.  *It  allows 
pic  host  citjr  of  Sochi,  Russia,  us  to  readi  the  world  in  a  much 
where  the  countdown  dock  in  more  responsiUe  way,  as  fiu'  as 
the  central  square  displays  few-  our  resources  go* 
er  than  365  dign  until  the  Open-  UnUke  other  Olympic  min- 
iiK  Ceremooies  of  the  22nd  istiy  prqfects,  Enme  So(^ 
Winter  Olympic  Games.  focuses  on  more  Bian  hrosd 

In  February,  Russian  (&-  Gospel-sharing.  At  its  core  is  a 
nitaries  and  Olympic  officials  strong  diurch  planting  compo- 
edebrated  the  one-year  mark  in  nent  While  volunteers  will  have 
the  recent^  complied  Bolshoy  the  opportunity  to  share  the 
Ice  Dome  m  nearby  Adler.  Sev-  Gospa  with  people  from  around 
era!  thousand  Sodii  residents  the  world,  the  primary  focus  is 
uthered  to  watch  the  count-  to  readi  individuals  who  live 
down  at  one  of  the  live  Olym-  and  work  in  the  CNympic  dty. 
pic  viewing  sites  in  their  city’s  Youn^lood  saia  the  in- 
downtown  area  along  die  coast  tentionu  church  planting  at 
of  die  Blade  Sea.  an  Olympic  event  makes  the 

Olympic  officials  and  Sodii  prmect  unique, 
residmits  were  not  the  only  ones  “^e  are  wiitt  to  be  focusing 
in  the  area  watching  as  the  dock  on  the  people  of  Sochi,*  he  saia 
clicked  down  to  the  one-year  ‘Mass  evangelism  is  good.  It’s 
mark.  Soudiem  Baptuts  from  important  to  focus  on  the  peo- 
Oklahoma  and  Georgia  joined  pie  from  around  the  world  but 
International  Mission  Board  when  we  focus  on  the  dty  and 
(IMB)  missionaries  in  the  d^  the  pe^e  of  Sochi,  we  leave 
as  preparadons  for  Olympic  more  of  a  lasdng  influence  than 
ministry  condnue.  we  usually  would  during  the 

The  Engage  Sochi  proi^  is  Olympics.* 
an  IMB  imdadve  that  mohilizes  Bob  Nigh,  managing  editor  of 
Southern  Bapd^  to  reach  the  the  OMahoma  Baptist  Messen- 
people  of  Sochi  through  broad  ger.  believes  the  Engage  Sochi 
sharing  of  the  Gospel  and  plant-  philosophy  is  important.  *We 
itig  of  churches  before,  dur-  need  to  be  able  to  look  hack  on 
ing  and  after  the  Games.  Staff  this  and  ask,  ‘What  difference 
members  and  volunteers  from  did  all  of  that  make?*  and  hope- 
two  state  Baptist  conventions  fully  and  prayerfully,  this  is  go- 
joined  Engage  Sochi  proiect  ing  to  make  a  huge  difference 
leaders  to  plan  for  more  than  in  the  lives  of  many  people  wfan 
400  people  to  share  the  Gospel  live  in  Sochi.* 
in  Sochi  during  the  Olympics  in  Ni^  joined  Baptist  General 
Februaiy  and  the  Paralympics  Oonwentioa  of  Oklahoma  wur- 
in  March  2014.  s^  and  music  spedaliat  Randy 

*I  think  it  is  important  for  Und  and  several  members  of  the 
conventions  to  be  leading  out  in  Snginf^urcfamenoftlklahonia, 
Olympic  ministry,*  said  Georgia  who  vnD  perform  in  Sochi  during 
Baptik  Convention  staffer  Mar-  the  first  full  iveek  of  the  Games. 


GETTINa  READY  —  Located  in  front  of  Sochi's  most  recog¬ 
nizable  landmark,  the  Maritime  Terminal,  the  Olympic  count¬ 
down  clock  ticks  toward  the  start  of  the  2014  Winter  Olympica 
in  the  Russian  dty  located  on  the  Black  Sea.  BP  photo) 


Mississippian  named  vice  president  at  SBC  Exec.  Committee 


NASHVILLE  (BE)  -  Jackson  native 
and  Miaaiaaippi  Collie  graduate  Keu 
Weatliersby  will  begin  ^ril  1  as  vice 
president  for  convention  advance¬ 
ment  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  (SBC)  Executive  Committee 
in  Nashville,  the  first  African  Ameri¬ 
can  to  hold  an  Executive  Committee 
vice  presidential  position. 

Weathersby,  who  most  recently 
served  as  preddential  amhaaaador  for 
etiinic  chuicfa  rriations  with  Soutehrn 
Baptists'  Nofth  American  Miaaioo  Board 
in  Alpharetta.  Ga.,  has  held  a  series  of 
trail-blazing  positiofis  with  varioua  SBC 
entities  over  the  past  two  decades. 

Weatfaertiiy  vnll  work  in  his  newest 
role  to  increase  ethnic  partidpation  and 
grow  rriationships  with  demographic 
subaeto  within  the  SBC,  such  as  young 
ministeTs  and  pastors  of  small  churches 
and  mega-cfauraies.  He  will  also  oversee 
the  Exeoitive  CommMee’a  Glofaal  Evan- 
mtfiMrfry. 

Executive  Committee  Piesideot 
Frank  Page,  who  is  also  curren^  serv¬ 
ing  as  interim  pastor  of  First  Qiurcfa, 
Jackson,  add  Weathersby  will  bring  a 
wealth  of  expertise  to  the  office.  *I>r.  Ken 
Weatiietsby  brings  a  level  of  experience 


that  will  be  beneficial  to  the  Executive 
Committee  and  to  our  convention. 

*Ken  is  a  friend  and  a  man  who  is  trust¬ 
ed  and  remected  acroas  our  convention. 
We  thank  God  for  this  new  additioa* 

Weathersby  rephoes  Thomas  Ham¬ 
mond,  who  has  resigned  to  accept  the 
pastorate  of  First  dnuch,  Alpharetta,  Ga. 

Weathersby  was  the  first  person  to 
fill  the  role  of  NAMB  presidmitial  am¬ 
bassador,  created  in  August  2011.  He 
has  hdd  a  series  of  leadmhip  roles  at 
NAMB,  including  aaaodate  vice  presi¬ 
dent  multi-eduiic  mobilization,  vice 
prwident  for  the  church  planting  group, 
senior  atrateglM  for  the  evangdization 
group,  and  senior  director  of  tne  diurch 
planting  group's  equipping  team. 

WeaUiersfay  in  I9W  was  the  first 
African  American  pastor  to  hold  a 
full-time  assodate  profeaaorahip  at 
New  Orleana  Seminary,  where  he  was 
director  of  the  seminary’s  Cecil  B.  Day 
Center  for  Church  Flaotin^  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Nebemiah  Project,  which 
steered  seminary  graduates  into 
church  planting. 

He  also  bat  served  the  1  mneaaee 
Baptist  Convention  as  evangelism 
specialist  and  team  leader  for  evan¬ 


gelism  strategies  and  director  of  the 
black  church  extension  and  multi- 
housing  office. 

The  Black  Denominational  Servants 
Network  honored  Weathersby  in  2012 
for  his  denominational  service  with 
the  Kennedy  Boyce  Award,  named  for 
the  first  two  African  American  pastors 
to  foin  the  SBC  in  1953. 

llie  National  African  American  Fel- 
loivship  in  2009  honored  him  with  the 
Best  Friend  of  Pastors  award  for  his 
work  in  facilitating  relationships  be¬ 
tween  the  SBC  and  Mack  pastors. 

Weathersby  has  planted  and  pas- 
tored  churches  in  AUmma,  Ohio,  and 
Baton  Rouge,  where  be  started  and  led 
Douglas  Avenue  Church  from  1989-93. 

He  holds  a  master  of  divinity  decree 
from  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  a  BA.  from  Baptist -affiliated 
Miasissippi  College  in  Clinton.  He  also 
holds  a  doctor  of  ministry  degree  from 
Reformed  Seminary  in  Jackson. 

He  and  his  wife  Belva  Kennedy 
Weathersby,  firom  Charleston,  S.C., 
have  a  dauuter,  Kenyet^  a  student  at 
South  Carolina  State  University  in  Or¬ 
angeburg,  S.C.,  and  a  ton,  Breon,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Morehouse  College  in  Atlanta. 


WfEATHERSBV 

*Dr.  ICan  Wsathersby  brings 
a  lavel  of  exparianoa  that  will 
be  beneficial  to  the  EMacutive 
Committea  and  to  our  con¬ 
vention.  Kan  is  a  friend  and 
a  man  who  is  trusted  arxj 
respected  across  our  conven¬ 
tion.  We  thank  God  for  tNs 
new  addition.' 
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American  pastor  imprisoned  in  Iran 
writes  of  beatings,  forlornness,  joy 


FoUowiiw  is  the  text  of  Ameiicaii  pastor 
SsMd  Abedbu's  letter,  translated  into  En^- 
Hsh  and  diculated  March  22  by'  the  Amet^ 
can  Carter  for  Low  and  Justioe,  which  is. 
rcpeescjrtun  the  imprisoned  American  pas- 
tor  during  his  confinement  in  Evin  Prison  in 
Tehran,  Iran. 

Hello  to  my  dear  love  and  wife, 

Whec  I  saw  my  funily  for  the  first  time 
behind  the  glass  rvaUs,  I  could  see  my  mom 
four  meters  away.  As  she  approached  me 
and  saw  my  fue,  she  brolre  down  and  could 
not  get  Ama.  She  was  aying.  I  understood 
what  she  frit  because  afta  wedrs  of  being  in 
solitaiy  confinement  in  Evin  Prison.  1  also 
^  to  see  rmr  face  in  the  mirror  of  an  elevator 
mat  was  taxing  me  to  the  prison  hospital  I 
said  hi  to  the  person  staring  back  at  me  be- 


shaven.  unda  my  eyes  were  swollen  three 
times  what  they  diould  hove  been,  niy  face 

was  swollen,  and  my  beard  had  grown.  AINEfItCAN  JAILED  —  Evin  Prison  in  Tehran,  whare  American  pastor  Saeed 

n  was  a  few  di^  ago  when  one  of  my  Abedini  is  being  held,  is  known  for  its  widespread  brutality  and  hatred  of  Chris- 
funity  members,  with  weary  eyes  and  afta  tians.  (BP  photo) 
running  around  for  is  weeks  in  trying  to  get 

me  out  of  prison,  saidthat  my  dad  says  every  And  when  be  would  get  ven  mad  he  would  aid  ofkrve  and  goodness  to  replaoe  the  empty 
single  di^  that ‘this  week  I  win  get  my  son  sayl  wiDtakemy  remige!  place  of  the  wound.  So  that  we  ate  not  a  tool 

out  of  pnsoiL’ But  this  does  not  happen  and  I  nxike  to  this  young  man  until  4  in  the  of  darkness  and  revenge,  but  that  we  can  be 
is  not  able  to  ^  me  out  (^prison.  In  that  monang.  I  spent  tiine  with  him  ana  spoke  ligntmd  love  and  a  vesad  of  forgiveness  and 
instant  I  looked  mto  the  wrinkled  and  tired  to  him  to  forgive.  When  we  don't  forgive,  we  we  can  be  transformed  in  die  process, 
eyes  of  my  <lnd.l  could  dearly  see  that  he  had  driidr  the  pouon  ourselves  and  then  watt  for  Surdy  you  have  someone  m  your  femily, 


(Read  slowly) 
God. 
Creation. 
Light. 
World. 


Woman. 

Paradise. 

Temptation. 

Sin. 

Fear. 

Londiness. 

Pain. 

Alienation. 

Promise. 

Hope. 

Sinfiihicas. 

LeiMlers. 

Sinfulness. 

Judges. 

Sinfulness. 

Prophets. 

Sitdhlness. 

Kings. 

Sinfulness. 

Despair. 

Jesus. 

light. 

Hope. 

Pioinise. 

Rcjectioo. 

Sirdulness. 

Cross. 

Death. 

Burial. 

Resurrection. 

life. 

Hope. 

Re-creetioii. 

light. 

Paradise. 

HaUehdah! 

The  author  can  be  contacted 
at  dirtetions^mbeb.org. 


^’■PPV  «  such  a  hard  situation? 

*  cha^  of  attituda.  Wfw  imb  forgivB,  we  become  free  and  we 
measenger^  peace  and  reconciation  and  goodness.  And  whoewer 
“J®*  ®mbrace  and  lous  tham.  And  in  this  dark  and  evil 

time,  wa  can  fere  M  of  lore  and  ful  of  paaoa  and  of  jcy  and  shina  ike  tha  aursl 
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Om  M.  WMmim,  Mid  Gid 

Mninl;  five  gnoddnldren; 
Mia  ooe  great  pendno. 


v’val, 


Easter  Services 

>  Cataary  Chui^,Vlclabtirg:  Resunectkn  celebtabon  EaMer  re¬ 
al,  Mar.  28' 


-31;  Thurs.  -  SaL,  6:30  pm;  Soil,  10  ajn. 


MS  POSITIONS 


JOURNEY  OF  FAITH,  BRANDON,  W  ■ 
affiONG  A  BMFOCAnONAL  NMKTBt  OF 
IIU6IC,alMm|Myw.cMMtoiiuic.  Sn) 
iMum  b  Uuac  SMI  SmrIi.  Joumi  oI 
F«M.M13Mghiav1«.Bwiilon.MS3»6G. 


JOURNEY  OF  FAITH,  BRANDON,  NB  IS 
SmONO  MUBKIAHB:  LEAD  GUTAR 
BASS  GUnAR,  DRUMMBT  Mal  M 
MiBf  aM  bn  pbra.  naVMy  dAwn.  Pbtn 
Mid  conMct  Mb  b  joMirrtiOM  iM  v 
ooiMaSNwn|ia01-838-50(12. 


HAa  BAFTST  CHURCH 
BROOKHAVn,  MB.  ■  BEBONG  A  FAT,  ■ 
TBC  BMOCATIONAL  YOUTH  OBIECTOH 
Kmmm  mat  te  nlM  b  ta  dudi  M 
1242  Nob  RoM  H  E.  DMMiaan.  MS 
3Ba01.  ATTBITKM  YMi  Ofncbr  SmrH 


CLASSIFIEDS 


OBITUARY 

David  H.  Mayttafi,  88,  ai 
Masee,  longtinie  Baptiat  nia- 
siooMy,  died  March  10  M  Bap¬ 
tiat  Medcal  Center  in  Jackson. 
Rmenl  services  were  oonhict- 
ed  M  Pint 
Church, 

Magee,  on 
March  17, 
with  burial 


j  SB 

Magee 
Cemetery. 

Colonial 
Chnel  Fti- 
neru  Home 
handled  MAYMAU. 
arrange- 

menls.  MsyhaB  was  bom  in 
Liberty  in  1905.  After  naduM- 
faig  mmk  fai^  achnoi  b  1942, 
he  inhinMrrfd  to  dtive  ssi  am- 
butasioe  lor  die  American  IWd 
Service  and  was  sent  to  Burma 
and  Indh  Ibere  he  began  to 
feel  God  caKng  fahn  to  the  for¬ 
eign  ndanon  field.  Returning 
hon^  he  atuified  M  lAnia- 
aippi  Oolege  where  he  met  and 
maniedOBe  Mae  Ware.  After 
atuityiaf  at  Southern ! 
in  LouavOe,  Ity..  the  1 
were  appointed  in  im  to  aer 
aamiariraiarinitoNtgetiabythe 
Ti  arlgn  Minrinn  fnam  tnmrthf 
IntentelianM  Ifiaaion  Board)  of 
the  Soatbem  Baptiat  Oonven- 
tkn.  llity  wnriM  fcr  Jhfety 
y«artintfigeria,Uii 
Mid  Sfena  Leone,  < 


Jason  Crabb  in  Conceit 


Jason  Crabb 


Jason  has  racsivad  Grammy 
Awards  for  boat  Southam, 
Country  or  Bhiagrsss  Qoapal 
Albums 

North  Greenwood 
Baptist  Church 
615  Grand  Boulevard 
Greenwood,  MS  38930 

Sunday,  April  14,  2013 
7:00  P.M. 

Tickets  $10  each 
For  more  information,  call 
662-453-2801 


Baptiat  Convention  takaa  ’'iput  as  part  of  a  group  exerciae 
by  Baptiat  state  statistical  repreaantativea  during  a  two-day 
meeting  in  Nashville  dealing  with  the  Annual  Church  Profile 
process.  (BP  photo) 

Stetzer:  ACP  answers 
question,  ‘Who  are  we?’ 


NASHVHJlE  (BP)  -  People 
involved  in  compiling  denomi- 
lutional  data  have  a  desire  *to 
serve  our  churches  and  be  good 
stewards,’  Ed  Stetzer,  presi¬ 
dent  of  lifeWay  Research,  told 
Baptist  state  statistical  repre¬ 
sentatives  during  a  two^y 
meeting  in  Nashville. 

Since  1918,  Southern 
tists  have  gathered  statistical 
infonnation  on  trenda  in  at- 
tamdaoce,  giving.  bapUams, 
and  Bible  ati^  particiMtioa  in 
Southern  Bapost  cbunmea.  aaid 
Stetzer,  who  leada  in  LifeWay 
RoMarch’s  role  of  networking 
with  state  mreseotatives  to 
gather  quantifiable  data  for  the 
Annual  Church  Profile  (ACP), 
wfaidi  is  reported  to  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC). 

This  was  not  an  easy  task  to 
undertake  at  the  time  and  it  is 
still  not  an  easy  task,’  Stetzer 
said.  By  194s.  a  method  was 
being  used  vvhich  streamlined 
the  process  through  unifor¬ 
mity  of  materials  and  coopera¬ 
tion,  be  noted. 

The  ACP  ’is  still  about  co¬ 
operation,  not  duplication,’ 
Stetzer  s^.  'Information  is 
needed  to  maintain  relation- 
shipa  and  indicate  reiation- 
shipa.  Our  fbcua  in  gathering 
data  is  so  we  can  accurately  an¬ 
swer  'Who  are  we?’ 

’Facts  are  our  friends.  For 
many  pastor  t)i>es,  faith  is 
our  mend  —  and  it  should  be, 
but  teHins  facts  —  the  truth 
—  should  be  our  friend  to 
show  accurately  who  we  are  as 
Southern  Baptists.’ 

ACP  data  is  not  owned  by 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
or  any  other  entity.  Stetzer 
pointra  out.  *We  steward  the 
ACP  process.  Simply  Iw  shar¬ 
ing  infonnation  ti^etner  we 
do  it  more  efficiently.  Joint 
ministry  is  not  possible  with¬ 
out  cooperation.  We  believe 
the  ACP  matters. 

’Churches  share  informa¬ 


tion  about  their  leaders,  en¬ 
abling  encouragement,  re- 
sourcmg  and  serving  together. 
When  diurcbea  do  not  share 
these  contacts,  it  limits  the  in¬ 
vitations,  the  interaction  and 
real  relationships  with  others 
in  the  convention.’ 

In  recent  yearh,  the  ACP  has 
been  stretchrabenuae  of  fewer 
resources,  various  local  empha¬ 
ses,  and  data  needs  of  related 
proceaaes,  Stetzer  acknowl¬ 
edged.  However,  ’I’m  a  believer 
that  scarcity  bringa  clarity,’  be 
aaid.  “We  can  do  more  focused 
work  with  less.’ 

Scott  McConnell,  director 
of  LifeWay  Research,  spoke  on 
the  importance  of  using  proven 
principles  for  the  ACP  and  led 
the  state  rrareaentatives  in  dis¬ 
cussions  of  the  value  of  church 
participation  in  the  ACP. 

“While  a  lot  of  situations 
have  changed  in  our  conven¬ 
tion  [since  the  ACP  began], 
there  are  some  common 
principles  that  remain,’ 
McConnell  said. 

First,  the  best  statistical 
process  must  be  efficient  for 
churches,  be  said.  ’It  can't  be 
too  lengthy  or  difficult,  and 
the  church  should  only  have  to 
submit  information  once  for  all 
users.  The  ACP  process  has  fa¬ 
cilitated  this  process  well.’ 

Secondly,  the  best  process 
entails  good  stewardship,  Mc¬ 
Connell  said.  In  having  one 
census  annually,  he  noted  that 
it  combines  the  needs  of  the 
churches,  associations,  states 
and  national  entities  and  utiliz¬ 
es  automation  where  possible. 

Thirdly,  the  best  survey  asks 
for  appropriate  items.  ’When 
our  history  is  written,  we  want 
the  thinn  counted  to  be  our  re¬ 
lationships,’  McConnell  said. 
Through  the  ACP,  congrega¬ 
tions  indicate  whether  they 
have  a  relationship  with  an 
association,  state  convention, 
and  the  SBC. 
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MT.  PISOAN  CHUNCH,  SANOMHLL.  hatd  a  brunch  for  ladfoa  and  guaata  Kay  Caaaibry,  itala 
WMU  executive  dhectoMieaeurer,  wee  apeeker.  Ed  DauaoMa,  imadm  paelor. 


jsioiiiulcd 


FIII®T  CNUnCH,  CANNn,  ordainad  Rkk  Croy,  KaHon  Lae.  Mike  Johneon,  and  Shawn  Hughea 
aa  daaoona  Fab.  24.Tbay  are  ihown  wHh  Shelby  Saucier,  peatorTodd  BiackweH,  and  youth  paator ' 
Jhn  Hendaraott.  q 


t^ollege  News 


Wh«l«  in  K«nMS  City,  Mo.,  for  th«  2013  Buffalo  Funds  -  National  Association  of  Intarcollegiata  Ath¬ 
letics  (NAIA)  Division  1  Basketball  National  Championship,  the  WlUiAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY 
men's  basketball  team  spoke  to  the  middle  school  students  at  Christ  the  King  School  as  part  of 
the  NAIA  Champions  of  Character  initiative.  Shown  are  the  team  and  students. 

The  (WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY 

College  of  Osteopathic  Medicine  (WCU- 
COM)  Chident  Osteopathic  Medical  As- 
sodation  (SOMA)  is  the  recipient  of  the 
'Young  Chapter  ^  the  Year'  award  and 
K  was  present^  with  the  coveted  Golden 

..  t  4  A  t  ■  .  Tibia  at  the  Spring  SOMA  Convention  in 

M  9,^  ’  ■^1  '  (Washir^on,  DC,  March  16.  This  award 

^  ;  recognizes  the  chapter's  achievemems  over 
the  pM  yeer  as  a  relatively  new  chapter, 

I"  aS^^^  t  irKluding  their  efforts  in  pt^iticai  advocacy, 

HHS  C  osteopathic  awareness  and  community 

service.  Officers  are  (front  row,  left  to  right) 

I  YVV  Vi  Erin  Johnston  of  Norman,  OUa.,  aecratary; 

\mZ  VjaiJLJu.^E  .  V  Alexis  Cates  of  MandeviH^  La.,  prasidant; 

ft  1  -ft  ft  Jamie  Bishop  of  Prattville,  Ala.,  national 

pPS  ft'  s  '  ^  *  lieieter  oMeer;  (beck  row,  let  to  right) 

Nartdini  Mehta  of  NewYork,  NY  treasurer; 
Kristin  Campbell  of  Psnsac^,  Fla.,  public 
relationa  director,  and  Evan  Harsh  of  Fay- 
attevills,  AtL,  vice  president 


Scott  Hummel  has  been  appointed  executive  vice  preeident 
end  provost  at  imLUAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY.  Ho  is  cur¬ 
rently  the  vice  president  for  advancement  and  church  rota¬ 
tions,  professor  of  religion,  and  director  of  the  Carey  Scholars 
program.  Humntel  helped  build  the  honors  program  and  he 
leads  the  Carey  Scholars  to  England  every  other  year.  He  trav¬ 
eled  to  Linyi,  China  to  help  establish  WCU's  exchange  relation¬ 
ship  with  Linyi  University.  He  has  also  led  mission  trips  with 
(Urey  students  to  India  and  Peru. 


rzo  yhq  hb  ugq  xguo  qhr 

^  wo  UEQEYROJOS  NQRH,  WNR  RH 
UEQEYROJ,  GQS  RH  DELO  ZEY  VEBO  G 
BHJ  UGQI. 


UGRRZOF  RFOQRI:  RFOQRI  OEDZR 


Havefim  with  cryptography  and  ezarcts*  your  Bibk  knouM- 
edfft.A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encod^f  by 
letter  sidMitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puaie.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puale:  Mark  Four:  Thirty 
By  Onriw  Mvx.  i*J2-20(H.e  200S 


PARKWAY  CHURCH,  PASCAGOULA,  has  FIRST  CHURCH,  CALHOUN  CITY,  has 
called  Martin  Britt  as  pastor.  He  is  shown  with  called  Mike  Smith  as  pastor.  He  and  his  wife, 
his  wife  Donna.  He  began  minietry  Dec.  19, 2012.  Pam,  coma  from  Gardendala,  Ala. 
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Life  on  mend  for  family  of  murdered  So.  Baptist  pastor 


MARYVIJiE.  ■.  (BP)  -  andy  Winters 
didn't  set  out  to  write  a  book  out  as  die 
iounialed  about  her  grief  and  pain  after  her 
nudiand  Ftod  was  nOed  in  nia  MaivviDe, 
IL,  pulpit  four  years  ago,  aht  reabzea  bow 
healing  the  writing  process  could  be. 

She  wanted  to  mare  that  with  others  on 
a  siniilar  ioumey. 

Her  husband,  pastor  Find 
Winters,  was  IdDra  at  First 
Church  in  MaiyviDe  in  2009, 
when  a  gunman  entered  a  Suii- 
day  morning  worshro  service 
on  March  8  and  shot  nk,.  in  the 
chest  while  be  was  preadun^ 

Media  outlets  immediateiy 
descended  on  Maryville,  pudnng 
the  story  irrto  national  heatflinra. 

Just  da^  later,  Cindy  Winters  ex¬ 
tended  foigivaieaB  to  the  duoter 
on  the  CBS  Early  Show.  “We  have 
been  praying  for  him,*  die  sr^  ‘ 
aUy  firmly  boeve  that  he  can  find  hope  and 
fotgheneas  and  peace  through  this  by  com¬ 
ing  to  know  Jesus.’ 

Hope,  foi^pveness,  and  peace  are  among 
the  thernes  m  Winters’  new  book,  Reflec¬ 


WnNTERS 


_Were- 


tions  fiom  the  Pit,  available  now  on  www. 
amaaonxom. 

Her  writing  proems  started  simply, 
vdien  she  sat  dotm  with  pen  and  pqier  to 
express  some  of  the  emotfoos  that  were 
overwhelining  her. ‘I  would  leave  that  writ¬ 
ing  experience  with  a  sense  of  renewed 
strengm.  Oftentimes,  peace  would  swe^i  in 
over  me,  and  then  hope,  and  just 
a  sense  of  ‘OK.  you  know  what? 
Fm  going  to  be  able  to  make  it 
tlirowh  me  rest  of  the  day.** 

In  brief  devotioo-like  sections. 
Winters  snares  her  thoiiglits  in 
bo^  of  easing  some  of  griefs 
isoatiao.  Ihe  book  abo  inoudes 
Soriptuie  passages,  nature  pic¬ 
tures,  pnt)«rs,  poe^  and  qiice 
for  readers  to  write  their  own 
journal  entries. 

‘'Ihey'te  dl  bkfaty  personal, 
and  they  aO  come  out  of  a  feeling  of  be^ 
overwlidmed,*  Winters  sdd  of  hersBtries. 
‘They’re  not  all  aad.  They’re  not  id  dark. 
Some  of  them  are  fimny.  Some  of  them 
come  fiom  realb  good  places,  Some  of 
them  are  obvious^  nom  a  redly  bad  spot’ 


The  book  isn't  jud  for 
through  grief.  Winters  said.  *1  tlimk  iPs  for 
anybody  who  has  foinid  themselves  in  tly 
pit,  regardless  of  bow  we  get  there.  The  pit 
can  be  very  painful,  and  veiy  dark,  aid  very 
hard  to  get  out  of  %  I  think  it's  fiir  anybody 
who  can  s^,  "Yaa  know  what?  bfy  Ire's  in 
the  pit  ri^  now.” 

People  fitxn  Illinois  and  Missouri  were 
on  hard  for  a  March  10  open  house  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  book's  rdeaae  at  the  WBdey  The¬ 
ater  in  nearlw  EdwardsviDe. 

Wmters  foek  a  dose  ooiuiection  with 
the  Maryville  community  that  protects  her 
husbamrs  meincxy  aid  legacy,  evidenced 
in  part  Iw  Fred  Winten  Memoiid  Park 
scredded  to  be  completed  this  year. 

As  for  her  fiunity — Winters  has  two  teen¬ 
age  daug^iters  —  she  adndts  life  stil  feeb  like 
a  roller  cotater.'TVealM  have  so  many  tian- 
sitkms  fiiat  we  are  mdekig.  That  is  so  odd  to 
sre  after  four  yean,  but  we  are.  There's  BtOI 
a  tot  of  tfahigs  ftiat  are  kind  of  unsettled  aid 
a  lot  of  amects  of  our  life  that  are  stiD  ex¬ 
tremely  dificult  to  try  to  navimte  tbrouf^ 
but  there  is  a  lewd  of  nonnal^  to  our  Bfe 
now  thd  there  wamT  a  couple  yean  ago.* 


SUPPORT 

cont.  from  p.  1 

its  entirety  at  chiistiaiuctianxioin. 

In  Ms  letter  Abedini  ex¬ 
pressed  deep  ooncem  for  his 
ivife  Nsghmeh,  who  is  waiting 
for  him  writb  their  two  young 
chUdren  in  the  United  Slatea, 
and  for  hit  parenta  in  Iran  who 
have  tried  tueltatty  to  frae  Urn 
fiomptiaoo. 

The  letter  comes  one  day  af- 
tera  U.8.  State  Department  offi¬ 
cial  finaDy  mentioned  Abedbii’s 
caae  before  a  global  audience 
and  caDed  for  hia  release. 

ALCJ  Executive  Director  Jor¬ 
dan  Sekulow,  reported  March  22 
that  Ambassador  Eileen  Cham¬ 
berlain  Dooahoe  of  die  UJS. 
State  Department  on  Thursday 
called  for  Abediiii's  release  be¬ 
fore  the  UJI.  Human  Righti 
Council  in  Geneva.  SwHaerland. 

Abedmi’a  ‘contmuing  banh 
treatment  at  the  haida  of  Ira¬ 
nian  authorities' exemdifiea  the 
worsening  pli|^  of  religious  mi¬ 
norities  in  Iran,  Donahoe  snd. 

*We  repeat  our  call  for  die 
government  of  Iran  to  release 
Mr.  Abedini  aid  otben  who 
are  unjuady  imprisoned  aid  to 
cease  unmediately  ita  persecu¬ 
tion  of  aD  retipMis  minority 
communities.*  she  added.  The 
United  States  also  repeats  its 
can  for  the  government  of  Iran 
to  provide  wrtthout  dday  the  ur¬ 
gent  medical  attention  Mr.  Abe- 
oini  needs.* 

Abedini's  ordeal  is  happen¬ 
ing  during  a  period  of  numer¬ 
ous  arrests  cif  Iranian  Chris¬ 
tians,  according  to  Morning 
Star  News.  The  increase  in  ar¬ 
rests,  the  news  aervice  sad,  is 
likely  related  to  the  upooming 
prendratial  electiofis. 

Christians  in  iran,  accord¬ 
ing  to  World  Watch  Monitor, 
are  routinely  arrested  and  in¬ 
terrogated  because  Iranian 
authorities  view  Christianity 
as  a  deviant  anti-government 


movement  and  Christians  as 
pawns  of  the  West. 

ACU  reported  March  18  that 
Abedini  had  been  examined  for 
internal  bleeding  sustained  fiom 
the  rnieated  beatings  be  has  en- 
durea  in  Iran's  infamously  bru¬ 
tal  Evin  prison.  He  was  promised 
medical  attention  at  a  private 
hoapital  outside  the  ptiaon,  but 
there  was  no  word  on  when  or  if 
this  would  actually  occur. 


an  extended  tivD-hoar  vuit  with 
his  Iranian  fan^,  wdiich  Seku- 
iow  took  as  a  s^  that  interna¬ 
tional  preasore  is  working.  *Now 
is  the  time  to  step  ig>  thepres- 
iure,*  Sekulow  wrote.  *We  know 
Iran  is  baleniiig.* 

Nearly  550,000  people  have 
algned  a  petitioa  at  SaveSaeed. 
ore  caning  for  Abedini’s  release, 
aid  aevmd  U.8.  congreasmen 
are  advocating  on  hw  behalf. 
ACLJ  continues  to  caD  for  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  John  Kerry  to  make 
a  public,  proactive  atatement 
cal&ii|(  on  Iran  to  release  Abe- 
diiii  without  delay. 

Abediiii  has  become  a  widely 
known  face  of  rehgioua  persecu¬ 
tion  in  Ii^  but  aa  Morning  Star 
News  sakL  there  are  many  oth- 
en.  Five  Christian  converts  ar- 
rrated  last  year  in  Iran  went  on 
trial  March  10  and  were  given 
enormoas  ban  terms. 

Outlandish  bail  terms  often 
are  used  as  a  tool  to  create  eco¬ 
nomic  harddiip  for  converts  and 
their  fomilies  and  rhundiea,  a 
representative  of  Christian  Soti- 
danty  Worldwide  aad. 

Police  otigiiially  arreated  the 
five  men  aid  two  otbers  at  a 
house  prayer  aervice.  The  arreats 
were  put  of  a  larger  crackdown' 
against  noo-Ialamic  id^ious 
groupa  perceived  as  posing  a 
nireat  to  the  theocratic  regiitie. 
Morning  SUr  News  sad. 

Chai^  of  threatening  na¬ 
tional  security  often  are  lev¬ 
eled  at  converts  to  Christisnity 
in  the  Islamic  Republic,  which 


considers  apostates  from  Islam 
a  dangerou^  uncontrolled  ele¬ 
ment  in  aod^. 

■  The  five  men  are  members  of 
the  Church  of  Iran,  a  heavily  per¬ 
secuted  denomination  to  which 

S  pastor  Benham  Irani  also 
IS,  Mormng  Star  News 
rani  continues  to  languiah 
In  prison  under  a  sbi-yeu  sen¬ 
tence  for  ‘acting  agwnat  the  in- 
tereata  of  national  aacurity.* 
Alan  fanpviaoned,  faetag  a 
nine-yeu  sentence,  is  Moham¬ 
mad  All  Dadkhah,  the  attorney 
who  defended  anodier  locw-im- 
prisooed  Iranian  pastor  Youaef 
Nadaikhani  vdioae  fimdom  was 
the  focus  of  a  worldwide  cam¬ 
paign  that  resulted  in  his  release 
laatyeu. 

At  least  four  other  Chtistiaiis 
are  on  trial  in  Iran.  They  were 
arrested  a  yew  ago  in  a  house 
chiudi  meeting  and  (haired 
with  Christian  activities, 
tiubing  national  security  and 
distributiiig  propaganda,  Morn- 
in^Star  News  repciited 
They  apparently  were 
hrouglM  to  several  court  appeu- 
anoes  in  chaina,  which  is  iOegal 
even  under  Iracian  law. 

In  a  report  March  16,  World 
Watch  Monitor  cited  a  rare 
erackdowm  on  Christians  in  Is¬ 
fahan,  Iran's  third-laigest  dty. 
The  increased'  penecution  is 
believed  to  be  a  tactic  to  dia- 
courage  MusHms  and  converts 
to  Christianity  fiom  attndiiig 
official  churches. 

Since  Februaiy ,  World  Watch 
Monitor  said,  officials  have  ar¬ 
rested  about  12  Christian  000- 
verta  in  lafahan,  inchidiiig  sev¬ 
en  who  were  taken  fixmi  their 
’  hocnes  along  with  valuables  in- 
(hidiiig  their  Bibles,  computers 
and  important  (focumenta.  None 
have  been  officially  charged. 

Iran  is  the  fifth-woret  perse¬ 
cutor  Christiana  in  he  world, 
according  to  an  aaseasment  by 
the  Chratian  support  group 
Open  Doors. 


^  Mississippi 
Ironworks 

Call  for  a  free  estimate  601 .355. 0188 


Security  With  Elegance 

WWW  mississippiironworkicom 
|.ss  Nosth  UFuut^CAiuaY.  NUa  Pcadut 
60I-35SOI88  IaocsohMS  877-281-8232 
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fall,  foUu  from  all  over  the 
atate  came  down  for  the  ride.’ 

Gantt  said  the  event  has  be¬ 
come  a  must-attend  attraction 
for  many  Baptist  horse  fanci¬ 
ers.  ’People  come  and  make  a 
long  weekend  out  of  it.  They 
bring  their  horses,  put  out 
their  own  hay  and  feed,  and 
have  a  nice  place  now  for  their 
horses.  Thm  stables  weren’t 
here  last  yew.’ 

Gantt  said  future  plans  in¬ 
clude  a  feed  trough  and  fresh 
water  for  each  stall.  Ample 
^ce  is  already  available  at 
the  expansive  encampment  for 
riders  to  park  their  trailers. 

Central  Hills  staffer  Clay 
Hathcock  led  the  trail  ride  last 
vear.  ’Clay’s  uncle  told  me 
last  year  that  this  was  the  best 
trail  ride  he’d  ever  been  on,’ 
Gantt  said.  ’So  man);  of  these 
rides  (at  other  locst'ioiis)  are 

, -  ,  .  just  paths  through  the  woods. 

I  ’Counties  all  over  the  state  Ours  have  been  bushhogged 
^ve  arenas,  fainpounds,  so  they  are  wide  enough  that 
ind  other  fecilities  for  horse  you  don’t  have  to  worry  about 
ihows.  We  have  a  peat  place  getting  slapped  by  a  limb.  The 
n  ride  at  Central  Hills,  so  we  trails  are  sate, 
lold  the  trail  ride  there.  Last  ’Right  now,  we  have  two 


to  ride.  We  bad  uandpar- 
ents  and  grandkids.  nusbands 
and  wives,  a  lot  of  families,’ 
said  Lum. 

‘We  want  to  provide  an 
opportunity  for  Mississippi 
Baptists  to  bring  friends  who 
might  be  unchurched  pr  un¬ 
saved.  Thnll  hear  the  Gospel 
while  theyVe  here.  It’s  a  way 
for  us  to  reach  a  part  of  the 
population  we  couldn’t  other¬ 
wise  reach.’ 

Participants  17  vears  of  age 
and  TOunger  must  be  accompa¬ 
nied  bv  an  aduh.  The  event  is 
limited  to  60  overnight  i(uests. 
For  registration,  participants 
should  contact  Central  Hills 
Retreat  at  (662)  289-9730,  or 
email  dramage@mbcb.org. 

For  more  information, 
contact  Lum  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3278, 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackin 
(800)  748-1651,  ext.  278.  E- 
mail:  dlum@mbcb.oi]g. 

The  annual  Ovemipit  Trail 
Ride  is  funded  by  regiAration 
fees  and  gifts  to  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Cooperative  Program. 


'We  had  a  great  time  last  year  with  worship 
Friday  night  and  Saturday  morning.  We  had  at 
least  three  pastors  to  ride.  We  had  grandparents 
and  grandkids,  husbands  and  wives,  a  lot  of 
families.  We  went  to  provide  an  opportunity  for 
Mississippi  Baptists  to  bring  friends  who  might  be 
urKhuriched  or  unsaved.  They'll  hear  the  Gospel 
white  they're  here.  It's  a  way  for  us  to  reach  a  part 
of  the  population  we  couldn't  otherwise  reaich.* 


nt.  from  p.  1 

rt  of  Februsry,  on  s  week- 
d  when  it  was  80  degrees.’ 
Gantt  said  the  new  digs 
ould  translate  into  a  laimr 
oup  of  riders  for  the  popular 
>erni^t  Trail  Ride.  *1  think 
e11  pick  up  some  more  riders 
'cause  we  can  handle  more 
)rses,’  he  pointed  out. 

The  Evangelism  Depart- 


irnt  at  the  Mississij 
St  Convention  Board 


miles  of  trails  but  we’d  like  with  dinner  and  activities  be- 
to  make  them  about  three  ginning  at  6  p.m.  Breakfast  on 
miles  long.’  April  27  is  at  8  a.m.,  with  the 

The  cost  of  the  Overnight  ride  be^nning  at  9:30  a.m. 
Trail  Ride  is  $45  per  person.  The  event  concludes  with 
which  includes  bousing  or  RV  lunch  on  April  27.  Local  horse 
hookup,  meals,  and  insurance,  enthusiasts  are  invited  to  ride 
*This  is  BYOH  —  bring  your  on  April  27;  their  cost  is  $15  per 
own  horse,’  said  Lum.  person,  which  includes  lunra. 

Horses  are  required  to  have  ‘We  had  a  great  time  last 
an  up-to-date  negative  Cog-  year  with  worship  Friday 
^ns  test.  Participants  can  ar-  night  and  Saturday  morning, 
rive  after  3  p.m.  on  April  26,  We  had  at  least  three  pastors 


in  2008  by  incumbent 
Ucan  Roger  Wicker  in  a 


MUSGROVE 


Submission  Guideiines  ^ 

Ths  Baptist  Raoord  is  piaMad  to  pubMi  n«w8  and 
photographs  of  apacial  avanla  that  taka  piaoa  in  cooparating 
risschaa  of  tha  MfesiBaippi  Baptiat  Convention. 

Nav«  subnsttad  for  pufaication  in  Tha  Baptist  Rsooid 
mutt  be  eithar  (a)  typawrittea  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2 
by  11-irKh  paper,  or  (c)  naatly  prirlad  on  atandarckzad  forma 
ptoridad  by  tha  navrapapar.  AM  artidas  must  be  raoaarad  in 
writing;  no  artidas  wM  be  accaplsd  over  the  tstsphona. 

Naas  may  ba  submittad  alactionicaBy  to  tha  arkkaai 


the  U.S.  Senate.  He  is  currently  and  adc^tion  of  children 
in  private  practice  with  a  Ridge-  same  sex  partners.  At  one  ti 
land  law  mm.  he  stood  firmly  on  the  teachi 

A  spokesman  for  First  of  the  Bible  and  1  am  sadde 
Churdi,  Jackson,  verified  that  that  this  is  no  longer  true.’ 
Musnove  is  a  member  but  said  When  contacted  by 
he  does  not  presently  oocupiy  Baptist  Record,  Musgi 
tm  leadership  positioos.  He  is  said  he  gave  a  great  dea 
a  Kirmer  menobCT  and  deacon  at  thought  to  the  message 
First  Church,  Batesville.  wanted  to  convey  in  the  H 

— - - -  -  Huagrove’s  change  of  heart  ington  Post  commentary. 

firiends,  oowofkeis,  neighbors,  caught  Jimmy  Porter,  execu-  ^  writing  it,  each  wonl 
’  "■  tive  oirector  <n  the  Mississippi  carefully  chosen  to  ensure 

Baptist  Christian  Action  Com-  column  propeiiy  and  preci 
mission  in  Jackson,  by  sur-  convmd  mv  feelings  on  a  ' 
prise.  ‘The  Christian  Action  complex  aifo  nisonal  issue 
Commission  had  a  great  woik-  such,  1  don’t  fed  that  eiqMnc 
ing  relationship  Gover-  on  those  thou^ts  do  justio 

state  senator  and  nor  Muixrove  while  he  was  in  the  cohunn  as  it  was  written, 
lieutenant  governor.  He  was  office.  Ife  was  always  re<»p-  ‘I  make  it  a  habit  to  be  o 
defeated  for  a  second  gubema-  five  and  supportive  of  legisla-  and  accessible  to  the  medi 
torial  term  in  2003  by  Repub-  tion  that  promoted  family  and  h<m  you  will  forgive  me 
K>.n  Mwllwie”  Haley  Barbour  Christian  values.  refer  vour  questions  bad 


indudiim  the  one  1  ran  as  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Mississippi  —  to  doiy 
the  equal  rights  to  an  entire 
segment  of  our  population  that 
are  afforded  aD  of  us  under  the 
Constitution...  [W]e  all  know, 
or  are  rdated  to  someone,  who 
is  LGBT  [Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexu¬ 
al,  Ttanagender].  They  are  our 
f  ■  ■  .  ■  ■ 

our  siblings,  our  cousins,  aunts 
or  uncles,  children  or  parents. 
To  deny  them  basic  human  and 
civil  li^ts  out  of  political  expe- 
diericy  IS  just  wroi^’ 

Musgrove  is  abo  a  former 
two-term 


He  was 


7.00% 

First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


MS^l  udio  LLC 


Design  A  Imegration  of  ProfessiocMl  Audio.  Video,  Sl  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Ph  601-92  .V9U47 
fax  601-924-2l«0 


{  Thooper  Hales 

^  infoCcc  msaudiollc.com 


P.O.  Box  1575 
Climnn.  MS  19060 
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Sunday  School  Lej 


FOR  March  31, 


Believe  in  the  Risen  Lord  •  Matthew  28:1-10,  16-20 


A  visit  to  any  store  currently  sell¬ 
ing  greeting  cu^  reveals  America’s 
view  of  Easter.  While  you  will  find  a 
small  Religious  section,  the  majority, 
of  greeting  cards  feature  spring,  flow¬ 
ers,  bunnies,  or  eggs.  While  Christians 
celebrate  the  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  foundation  of  our  bith, 
the  world  celebrates  selling  more  bas¬ 
kets,  chocolate,  cards,  bonnets,  white 
gloves,  cute  children  clothes,  and 
men's  suits  and  ties. 

The  message  of  the  resurrection 
began  at  the  emptv  tomb  as  an  angel 
sent  Mary  Magoalene  and  the  othier 
Mary  to  tell  His  disciples  (Matthew 
28:1-10).  You  received  Christ  into 
your  heart  because  some  spiritual 
ancestors  obeyed  Jesus'  command 
to  preach  the  gospel  to  all  creation 
(Mark  16:16  CSB). 

The  disciples,  however,  were  skep¬ 
tical  when  they  first  heard  of  the  res¬ 
urrection  of  Christ.  Mark  16:11  reveals 
t^t,  ‘when  they  heard  that  He  was 
alive  and  had  bMn  seen  ^  her,  they 
did  not  believe  it,*  CSB.  liie  account 
in  Luke  24:11  uses  stronger  words, 
‘But  these  words  seemed  like  non¬ 
sense  to  them,  and  they  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  the  women,’  CSB. 

While  the  disciples’  reaction  may 
snrprise  us,  few  of  us  believed  the  first 
time  we  heard.  The  disciple’s  lack  of 
immediate  faith  may  have  been  a  re- 
soh  of  previous  selective  listening.  Je¬ 


sus  told  His  apostles  three  times  that  the  elders,  chief  pri 
He  muld  be  condemned  to  death,  and  how  He  would 
crucified,  and  would  be  resurrected  raised  on  the  third 
on  Ae  third  day.  They  reacted  almost  Peter,  the  vocal  spol 
indifferently.  ciples,  then  rebuked 

In  Matthew  17:22-23,  Mark  9:30,  The  nerve  of  Pete 
and  Luke  18:31  Jesus  informed  the  ois-  yet  haven’t  we  all  tol 
ciples  of  His  approaching  death,  and  His  kiimdom,  how  t 
the  Scripture  simply  states  they  were  lems  with  His  powe 
deeply  dis¬ 
tressed.  In 
Matthew 

Explore  the  BiMs 

Jesiu  again  with  Rick  Henatm 

told  ^m 

about  His 

trial,  death, 

and  third- 

day  resurrection.  Amazingly,  in  the  tion  and  abandonee 
veiy  next  verse  the  mother  of  James  to  suffering  and  etei 
ana  John  approached  Jesus  and  asked  proclaims  all  have 
for  her  sons  to  sit  on  Jesus’  right  and  short  of  God’s  mage 
left  in  His  kingdom.  mans  3:23  CSB).  Ot 

The  final  time  was  at  Caesarea  waywardness,  our  1 
Philippi,  when  Jesus  asked  the  dis-  of  sin  is  why  Jesus 
ciples,  "Who  do  peemle  say  the  Son  of  suffering  on  the  cn 
Man  is?*  Matthew  16:13-23,  Mark  8:31  sins  (Romans  5:8  C 
and  Luke  9:43  CSB.  When  Peter  ulti-  After  Jesus  died 
mately  expressed  the  revelation  from  He  appeared  to  th 
the  Father  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  at  a  time.  Once  a 
Son  of  the  living  God,  Jesus  blessed  cept  Thomas,  whon 
him  and  told  the  disciples  about  His  Thomas.  Interestin 
upcoming  suffering  at  the  hands  of  friends  in  Romani 


the  elders,  chief  priests,  and  scribes, 
and  how  He  would  be  killed  and  be 
raised  on  the  third  day.  Surprisingly, 
Peter,  the  vocal  spokesman  of  the  &- 
ciples,  then  rebuked  Jesus  for  this. 

The  nerve  of  Peter  to  rebuke  Jesus, 
yet  haven’t  we  all  told  God  how  to  run 
His  kii^dom,  how  to  solve  our  prob¬ 
lems  with  His  power,  how  He  should 
answer  our 
prayers, 
how  to 
do  our 

lore  the  BiMs  ^t  h”? 

Rick  Henaom  eac^h^of*  us 

chosen  the 
world's 
broad  way 
to  destruc¬ 
tion  and  abandoned  the  narrow  road 
to  suffering  and  eternal  life?  The  Bible 
proclaims  all  have  sinned  and  fallen 
short  of  God’s  magnificent  glory,  (Ro¬ 
mans  3:23  CSB).  Our  selfishness,  our 
waywardness,  our  choosing  the  path 
of  sin  is  why  Jesus  chose  the  road  to 
suffering  on  the  cross,  to  die  for  our 
sins  (Romans  5:8  CSB). 

After  Jesus  died  and  rose  again. 
He  appeared  to  the  disciples  a  few 
at  a  time.  Once  all  were  there  ex¬ 
cept  Thomas,  whom  we  call  doubting 
Thomas.  Interestingly,  our  Christian 
friends  in  Romania  cal)  him  believ¬ 


ing  Thomas  and  celebrate  his  change 
from  doubt  to  faith.  In  the  story  in 
John  20:24-29,  Thomas  fell  on  his 
knees  before  the  risen  Christ  and  ex¬ 
claimed,  ‘My  Lord  and  my  God,*  CSB. 
In  verse  29  Jesus  spoke  of  Thomas’ 
seeing  and  believing.  Then  He  blessed 
all  who  have  not  seen  and  vet  believe. 

That  takes  us  back  to  where  we  be¬ 
gan.  Each  believes  at  the  hearing  of 
tne  word,  (Romans  10:17,  CSB).  We 
may  not  have  immediately  believed, 
but  eventually  we  came  to  faith,  even 
though  we  did  not  see.  Like  Thomas, 
we  must  move  from  doubt  to  faith, 
from  not  believing,  to  *My  LoVd  and 
my  God.*  Have  you  made  that  move? 
Are  you  a  doubting  Thomas,  or  a  be¬ 
lieving  Thomas?  Jesus  pronounced 
those  blessed  who  believe  without 
physically  seeing  him.  Jesus  longs  to 
bless  you  with  His  presence.  ThougH’ 
dead.  He  is  alive.  Hallelujah!  ^ 

Though  dead  in  your  sins,  you  may 
be  alive  in  Jesus  Christ.  John  1:12 
reads,  ‘But  to  all  who  did  receive  Him, 
He  gave  them  the  right  to  be  children 
of  God,  to  those  who  believe  iir  His 
name,*  CSB.  Receive  Jesus  Christ, 
the  fm  gift  of  God’s  fomveness,  and 
then  tell  someone  else.  That’s  how  you 
beard.  Pass  it  on. 

Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale 
Church,  Brandon. 


Seeing  or  Recognizing?  •  John  20:1-18 


In  the  fall  of  1979,  avowed  atheist 
Lee  Strobd  received  some  stunning 
news;  his  wife  Leslie  announced  she’d 
become  a  Christian.  He  feared  the 
worst,  envisioning  changes  he  did  not 
consider  desirabte. 

‘Instead,  I  was  pleasantly  surprised 
-  even  fascinated  -  by  the  fundamental 
changes  in  her  character,  her  integrity, 
and  her  personal  eonfidence,*  states 
t^  author  of  The  Case  for  Ohrist.  De¬ 
ciding  to  delve  into  what  prompted 
these  diangea.  Strobe!  “launched  an 
all-out  investigation  into  the  facts  sur¬ 
rounding  the  case  for  ^ristianitv.* 

Throii^  the  eyes  of  the  disciple 
John,  we  can  likewise  investigate 
truths  about  the  resurrection.  Ponder¬ 
ing  these  lay  Scriptures  focuses  our  at¬ 
tention  on  this  cornerstone  of  our  £uth. 
With  the  upcoming  Easter  weekend, 
amre  people  than  usual  will  be  attend- 
^  chunm  services.  Some,  like  Strobe), 
don’t  really  comprehend  tnis  event  that 
turned  the  world  upside-down  -  and 
has  turned  comitleas  lives  rigbt-side- 
np.  These  need  to  experience  the  Hving 
Lord! 

Envision  with  me  a  grief-stricken 
Mary  Magdalena  as  she  and  other 
women  make  a  vm  to  Jesus’  tomb  in 
uM  wee  hours  of  the  morning  (John 
>0:1  and  Mark  16:1-2).  Mare  had  been 
a  dedicated  follower  of  Oirist  after 
He  freed  her  from  the  grip  of  seven 
demons  (Luke  8:2).  She  had  looked 


on  helplessly  as  her  Savior  endured  a 
hideous  death  on  Calvary’s  cross,  ai^ 
had  seen  His  mutilated  body  placed  in 
the  tomb  (Matt.  27:55-ht)-  bur¬ 
den  of  the  spices  she  carried  to  anoint 
His  body  was  nothing  compared  to  the 
hreviness  of  her  broken  hrert. 

As  wisps  of  crimson  and  gold  began 
to  streak  the  sky,  Mary  amved  at  the 
tomb.  In 
shock,  she 
saw  the 
stone  seal- 
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resting 
place  va-  jtfK 
cated!  Rac¬ 
ing  to  John  ,  u 

(*Uie  one  whom  Jesus  loved  ;  John 
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en  strips  and  folded  burial  cloth.  And 
after  Peter  and  John  returned  home,  a 
weeping  Mary  was  greyed  first  by  two 
angels,  and  then  the  risen  Christ  (vss. 
11-14).  Notice  verse  15:  as  Jesus  ad- 
dreis^  Mary,  she  thought  He  was  the 
gardener.  Until  she  recognized  who  the 
Lord  was,  she  still  felt  himless.  How¬ 
ever,  once  Jesus  tenderly  called  her 
name,  she 
recognized 
Him  and 
responded 
appropri¬ 
ately,  foil¬ 
ing  at  His 


feet  in  be¬ 
lieving  wor¬ 
ship  (Matt. 
28:8-9). 
After  that. 


(^  one  whom  Jesus  loved*;  John  she  %»ent  to  tte  ^ples  to  share  to 
20-2  NRSV)  and  Peter,  she  breathlessly  joyful  news:  I  have  seen  tire  I^! 

-They  have  taken  die  Lord  (vs.  18)  She  then  recounted  the  things 


announced,  "rbey  have  taken  die  Lord 
out  of  the  tomb,  and  we  don’t  know 
where  they  have  put  him*!  (vs.  2 
Verses  3-9  detail  the  two  disciples 
foot  race  to  dreck  out  this  report.  John, 
arriving  first,  peered  in,  but  Peter 
dastof  in,  examining  the  linen  grave 
clothes.  John  then  entered  and  to^in 
the  sights;  verse  8  says  *he  saw  and  be- 
lieveoT*  .  „ 

Believe...a  critical  word.  Evidence 
was  mounting  for  the  rreuirectipn; 
first  the  empty  tomb,  then  the  limp  lin- 


He  had  told  to. 

Those  who  have  embraced  Jesus 
as  Lord  and  Savior  have  experienced 
His  calling  their  names.  Like  Mary,  we 
can’t  respond  to  Jesus  until  we  truly 
recomize  who  He  is.  John  5:39  sa^ 
the  Scriptuics  point  to  Jesus  as  the 
giver  of  eternal  life;  studying  God’s 
Word  is  imperative.  Those  netong  to 
trust  this  resurrected  Christ  as  Savior 
can  find  help  in  these  passages:  John 
3:16,  John  10:10,  Romans  3:23,  6:23 


and  5:8,  Ephesians  2:8-9,  John  14:6 
and  1:12. 

Yes,  the  resurrection  is  a  scriptural 
fact  we  can  trust.  And  this  incrraible 
event  isnl  just  a  history  lesson.  To¬ 
day,  believers  can  experience  the  same 
power  that  raised  Christ  from  the  dead 
(Erimians  1:18-20)! 

That  brings  us  back  to  the  story  that 
introduced  this  lesson.  On  November 
8,  1981,  after  almost  two  years  of  in¬ 
tense  research,  Lee  Strobe)  had  to  face 
the  claims  of  Jesus.  His  studies  had 
produced  an  ‘overwbelmiire  avalanche 
of  evidence  in  the  case  for  (%rist.*  This 
man  well-schooled  in  journalism  and 
law  admitted,  *The  evidence  was  clear. 
The  one  remaining  issue  was  what  I 
would  do  with  it.*  Alone  in  his  home 
office,  the  man  who’d  scoffed  at  Chris¬ 
tianity  quietly  embraced  the  Savior. 
And  what  a  aifference  it  made,  a  few 
months  later,  his  five-year-old  daugh¬ 
ter  came  to  Iict  mother  and  announced, 
‘Mommy,  I  want  God  to  do  for  me  what 
he’s  done  for  Daddy.* 

2  Corinthians  5:17  (NIV)  con¬ 
firms  this  incredible  resurrection  life: 
“Tberefore,  if  anyone  is  in  Christ,  he  is 
a  new  creation;  the  old  has  gone,  the 
new  has  come.*  My  friend,  has  the  Lord 
nude  you  new?  lA^o  will  you  tell? 

Maniscalco  is  a  member  of 
LeMoyne  Boulevard  Church,  Biloxi. 
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CALVARY 
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CLEVELAND, 

raoogninaitB 
BibtodriHers. 

Shovvnare 
Triatain  Staact- 
man,  Joah 
Raad,Kaltay 
Harpar,  and 
C:aMynSadaa. 

Alaoahowmare 
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Mary  HaUan 
KitraH,  Bibla 
driUartaachar. 


paftiapaiad  in 
amiaa^praj- 
act  at  Pf  naviaw 
Church  Mar.  2. 

Tha  group  mada 
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